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deal disturbed. Laments that the President had not taken
this step in regard to Stanton at least a year ago. Thinks
it now too late to do any good, and fears Stanton, aided
by the Radicals, will make successful war and overcome
the President. Much will depend on the President him-
self, and he would come to right conclusions and carry
them out but for Seward, who is bewildered and has not
Weed here to advise him. If he listens to Seward, who has
been taken by surprise, all will be frittered away, no de-
cisive stand will be taken and held, but the honest purpose
of the President will be defeated. Stanton, assisted by the
Radicals in Congress, has been active in preparing himself
for this event by crippling the President on every hand
and in every way and by fortifying himself. He has got
Grant and other army officers. He has got the court in
this District. Judge Cartter, I am told, spent an hour or
two with Stanton after he received the President's note,
in the War Department. He is a coarse, vulgar Radical
in the hands of Stanton; has complete control of his
associate Fisher. Olin and Wiley are different men, but
I know not how they would act at this time.

August 7. Nothing new has developed to-day. The
Gonover matter is not published, nor has anything been
done with the Secretary of War. The present idea of the
President is to suspend Stanton and order General Grant
to take charge ad interim, but though Grant was willing
and earnest when proposed a year ago, he would, I think,
be reluctant now. I know not how he would disobey. Not
unlikely Seward will try to patch up some sort of arrange-
ment to gratify and soothe Stanton.

Herein is the President's danger. His strength, power,
energy, and force are destroyed by Seward. He can do
nothing to extricate himself while Seward has a directing
influence. Stanbery, influenced by Seward, takes also a
narrow view of things.

My own advice would have been, had the President